ABOUT TEQUILA

By Mexican law, Tequila ean be produced ealy from bloe agave plants, and only
from a few government-specified geographical areas, mently in the suare of Jalisco,
The fermented juice must be twice distilled and mest acoount for at lexst 51 percent
of 3 Toquila bonle'’s content. The most upscale Tequilas are 100 pereent Wue agave
distillates.

These laws, known as the Nerma, are eited ag evidence that Tequila enjoys the
sam state-sponsored and time-honored cachet as Cognac and Champagne in France.
But the Mormas date back only to 1978, Axthe dime, Margaritas, mixed mainly from
cheap ‘Tequilas, were becoming very poplar in the United Siates. The Mexican
porernment wanted 10 ensure that this new source of export revenue wasn't
threatened by adulrerated or downnight tosic Tequilas,

Nowaiys, the publicity for superprimium Tequilas often sapgest that they are
roated i an ancienr, noble, even macred past Ins wroe thar before the Spanish
Conquest, Tequilals predecessar, prdpue (or eetli in the Aztee linguage), 3 fermented
agavt juaie, was consumed during religious rivaals by pricst and anistocrars, But for the
mast part, the Aztec mling cass preferred 1o drink chocolate, sometimes 25 2
fermented brew, Hustrated histories handed dawn from the Azcec ena inclade many
comphints abowt widespread consumption of perfpue among commeners.

It was the Spanish who introduced disdillation into the New Warld, and wrned
agave juice into chest-thumping Tequila, According te Grassl, a callector of Tequila
loe, the firt mention of the distilled juice cexurs in the 16005,

TEQUILA PRODUCTION

Agave plant harvesters chop off the sw-wothed leaves, leaving the pincapple
shaped core, or piria, which hobds the juice. Each pida rypically weighs moee than 100
pounds. They are quartered and sieamed for 12 hours in ancient avens, then allowed
s 06, The uice i filtered, and this agrrwis], or honcy water, i allowed to ferment
in metal vats, It is then heared in huge copper stills, where the vapors colleet and
condénse in capper catls. The pracess is repeated, producing a colarkess Biuid more
than 70 percent aleohol. distilled water is used to difuse it to 40 percent, or 80 proaf,
Tequils. Ttis aged two ta four weeks n large oak vass.

Grassly seerets in peoducing a superior Tequila inclade using agave plants more
than seven years ald, and lotting the ymensiel ferment longer and at 2 lower
temperature. Distillation is for vo and a half hours, rather than the exdinry ane
kour, and 4 triple distillation removes the {mpurities that cause hangavers, He wses
100 to 200 liter barrels, rather than 500 lirer barvels, because the more expozure the
Tequili his to the aak, the bewer it will be.

Grasel prefers 10 buy his sgave pifss on the open market rather than from spocific

rowers. When he rents a distillery o bostling plant, he replaces the house workess
with hiz o erew,

“Gran prodhuces . Toguils that ts miuch mmsatber thaw atbers on tbe market, and the
riality:cam e camepared to fime mines, Bt ambke rines, fos favsr amd weighe miake Jt sromg
wuvg&wpurmbnqw of dish, without Bufearion,” = Yujean Kang

Friday, October 16, 1998 Melrose Location
PORFIDIO TEQUILA DISTILLERY DINNER

V5]

Menu

Margaritas ereated with — BBQ) Park Pastries
Pafidio Sikuer Tequila,  Rib Eye Steak Sanay
Coimtreau and fresh lme fuice  Crispy Seallsp Diemplings
Crispy Shrimp and Sewweed
©
One balf shot of Porfidiy Plata  Sauteed Prarws with Taasted Garlic
served chilled  in Seechnn Spicy Suce
e
One half shot of Porfhic Aiicfs  Sawteed Chicken Breast
served room temperature itk Chinese Mustard Sauce
o
One balf shot of Porfidio Reposada  Samtced Park Chipe
served room temperature  with Crispy Seaweed
[a]
One balf shot of Parfidis  Lansb with Glazed Walnmis
Single Barrel Afigio “Cactus”™  awd Spicy Sance
served room temperanire
Lh]
e balf chot of Porfidio Barvigne  Fish with Kubocha
served room temperature  and Parnea Hane
(A ]

Teaorcoffee  Chinese Green Bean Pancake
with Melon Tapiocs Siavice
and Tegueila Sorket

$95.00 per person, plus taxand 17% Granity
Asamnmy{ ur guests, cab service can be areanged for an additional charge.



