TRENIDS

Highbrow Hooch

Mescal’s fans think it tastes of fruit and pepper

ORNOISSEUNS ONCE DISMISSED MES-

cal us o lowhrow Mexican hooch.

Grizeled bandiclos were famous for

swallowing the traditional drowned
worm at the bottom of each bottle. The
warm has torned, In Berkeley, California,
Al=vear-old bwyer Bob Dorsee likes 1o
pour his 540 bottle of mescal alter dinner
inte a snifter. not a shot glass. He swirls the
mescal in his mouth, where the spivit re-
veals—he says—flavors thal run  from
smoky to herbal to o hint of fruit and
pepper during the long final, “It's as com-
plex as any of the best zingle-malt Scotches
I'vie had,” says Dorsey, who adds “and it's
a ot moee gxotic,”

Amazing but troe; the mew highbrow
spirits come from Mexico, In premium
mezcals and tequilas (not to be confused
with the lower-end varieties Margaritas
are made with) drinkers of the 805 have

fonand their hip digestif~a way 1o sip what |

they used to slam in college’ Aged tequila
and fine mescal are the orly spirits with
inereasing sales in the United States, Onee
obzeure tequilas like El Tesoro sold
00,000 cases last year, nt 48 o boltle.
Thev're seeing their first growih sparts in
Canndn, Europe and Asia, and in celebrat-
el joinels Like the Raffles Hotel bar in Singa-

pore. Enticed by the boom, British disell- |

ers, including Guinness, recently acquired
major shares in Cuervo, Suues and Herra-
durn, Mexice's  three  major  tequila
produesrs

The bue is particularly strong over pre-
mium mescal, similar to tegquila but widely
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The worm has turned: Sarpling the newly hip libation af Chicagn’s La Fronfera Grill

considered a more interasting tipple. In
June, California importers Carl Doumani
and Pamela Hunter hanched Enenntedo
{340 a bottle) and found demand fst in 28
LS. stmtes. “Meseal was once the drink of
Mexico's elite,” sovs Dowmani, co-owner of |
the Stags’ Leap winery, “It just needed the
right marketing here.” For example: dump
the worm. Mew San Franciseo's |.:|.<:g||.|:|l,
$ars restaurnnt serves Encantado for 37
glass, Chicsgo's Rick Bavless, one of Amer-
tea's hottest restaurateurs, is so fond of fine
mescal e sometimes sends free rounds 1o
customers. "It definitely an edomtonal
sell.” he says, “But the more they tov it, the
mmore meseal's old, bad image Fdes away”
Troe-hupgers prize mescal's handmade |
quaintness. Most tequila s produced i
central Mexico n!\.'tl'ﬂll:‘n'i:‘lt:un ra, mescal in
the mauntainons southern state of Oaxaca,
From dilfercnt varieties of the agave plant—
a ezctusy crown of daggers that evekes the
drinks’ kard-edged reputations. Even fine
tequila has become a mare industrinl prod-
wet, prone to nonnatural favors: but meseal
still epitemiees “artisanship,” says Oaxaca
macsiro Alberto Sinchez. The agave heart |
is baked for three davs in a rock pit (for
tequila it is steamed), then fermented amd
distilled in a technique dating back to the
Sg:;lu'sll Congquest, The result, fans sav, iz as
clean as it 15 complex—or, as one meseal
maker put it resently after her third cup,
“like a man should be: strong bot soft.”
Imagine her saying thai if she'd just chewed

| thres worms,
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TRANSITION

DIED: English novelist, poet, and critic Sir
Kingsley Amis, 73; after a fall that crushed
several of his vertebrae, in London, Oct. 22,
Best knowen for his 1954 comic masterpiecd
“Lacky Jim,” Amis becwome an unrepentant-
Iy conservative satirist, & contentions figure
tor the end, His last novel, *The Biogra-
plees’s Moustache,” published this vear,

| was savaged for its incorrect politics. Amis

always said bad reviews rined his break-
£zt but not his lunch. *Lucky Jir's™ scald-
ing sendup of academia won the Somerset
Maugham Prize in 1955, But Maugham
himself snubbed the wrork of this lower-
middle-class upstart as “vulgur” The book
i Amis postwar Britain's pre-cminent

| B of phenies and received wisdom, “Im-

portasee st important,” he said, “Only
good writing is.” And he produced 2 prodi-
gious amount of it: 25 novels, reams of
verse, a memair and three volumes on the
jows of drink.

Formur tennis ace Bobby Riggs, 77; of pros-
tate caneer, in Leucadia, California, Oet,
25. Riges was ranked No. 1 in the waorld
when he won bath the singles and Uhe dou-
bles titles at Wimbledon in 1933, Two
mcaths later he won the ULS. Open, a feat
he repested in 1941, His greatest fame came
in o publicity stunt 52 vears later when bie
challenged women's tennis champ Billie
Jean King to s match. He bost the * Batthe of
the Sexes™ at the Houston Astrodome; the
televised showdown gave o huge boost to
woamen's tenmnis in the United States.

Swedish Alm, stage and TV aclress Viveea
Lindfars, 74; of complications from rheuma-
toied arthrilis, in Uppsala, Sweden, Oct. 25,
Lindfors made meore than 40 films over a
Sl-vear period. She won the Best Actress
award for “No Exit” at the 1962 Berlin
Film Festival, Stage work included her crit-
ically acelaimed performmnes in the 1955
Broadway production of "Anastasia,” as
weell us roles in works by Tennesses Wil
liarms and Bertolt Breche. Tn 1866 she co-
tounded the Berkshire Theater Festival in
Stockbricye, Mussachuseits,

Interim Huitinn President Emil Jonassaint,
52 of natural causes, in Port=aw=Prince,
Oct. 24. The: former Supreme Courl judge
briefly served last vear as the puppet presi-
dent of the military junta responsible for
overthrowing President Jean- Berteand
Arsstade in 1891,

Polish-barn socinl historian Dr Lugjan Do-
braszyek, 70 of canver, in New York, et
24, A survivor of the Naz Holocaust, Do~
broseveki authored several books about Po-

land's Jewish communite before, during

and after Warld War 11
63



